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REMARKS/ARrnnvnr.ivrT ^ 
This is in full and timely response to the final Office Action dated March 28, 2006 (Paper 
No. 03232006). Entry of this Amendment and reconsideration of the final rejections are 
respectfully requested. 

By the foregomg amendment, indep«ident claims 28, 36 and 51 have been amended. 
Clauns 2, 3, 5, 6, 24, 28, 29, 3 1, 32, 36, 37 and 51 remain pending in this apphcation. 

Rffiectionof Claims S. 6. 24. 28. 29. ^1 . ^ 2. 36 and ^7 Rased on Bourrierfts 

Claims 5, 6, 24, 28, 29. 3 1 , 32, 36 and 37 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as 
allegedly being anticipated by Bouirieres (U.S. Patent No. 4,878,984). To the extent that this 
rejection might still be applied to the claims as amended, it Is respectfully traversed for the 
following reasons. 

Bourrieres discloses a method of wr^ping a cylindrical member, such as a pole 1 for 
supporting electric power transmission lines, with a web of fiber slivers 8, 9, 10. The apparatus 
includes a means for supplying the web of fiber slivers 8, 9, 10, and a means 1 1 whereby the 
slivers 8, 9, 10 are displaced along the pole 1 j&om the lower end to the upper end in a direction 
parallel to the axis of the pole 1 while the pole 1 is being driven in rotation. The mettiod 
involves winding the filaments 8, 9, 10 around the pole member 1 fi»m the bottom end to the top 
end, and then back to the bottom end in a continuous operation. 

The means for displacing the slivers 8, 9, 10 in Bourrieres include bodies 14a, 14b that 
are slidably mounted on a threaded rod 12 and forks 21a, 21b for guiding the displacement of the 

-8- 



PACE 9/13 * RCVD AT 6/28O006 3:27:58 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] • SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-2/16 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:785 335 2502 • DURATION (inm-ss):0$-14 



Jun 28 2006 2:34PM Thompson & Thompson, P.R. 785-335-2502 



p. 10 



Docket No, PlIR-020 PATENT APPLICATION 

Serial No. 10/735,352 

fiber slivers 8, 9, 10. As shown in Fig. 6, the forks 21a, 21b in Bouirieres are arranged between a 
flattening cylinder 27 and the pole 1 on which the fiber slivers 8. 9, 10 are appKed While this 
arrangement may not be clearly understood from Fig. 3 of Bourrieres (the figure cited by the 
Examiner), it can be seen by comparing Figs. 3 and 6 of Bourrieres. The fiber slivera 8, 9, 10 
flow &om right-to-lefl: in Fig. 3 of Bourrieres, and from left-to-right in Fig. 6. In Bourrieres, the 
fiber slivers 8, 9, 10 are flattened into **ribbons'* or *tapes" by the cylinder 27 before the fiber 
slivers 8, 9, 10 pass througji the forks 21a, 21b and then onto the pole 1. The forks 21a, 21b 
therefore do not provide the same function or method step as the guide assembly 66 (Fig. 15) in 
the Apphcant's invention. 

In the Applicant's invention, the guide assembly 66 (Fig. 1 5) has a filament engaging 
surface 67 that is perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of the core member 65. In addition, the 
filament engaging surface 67 is arranged and used in such a way that a group 60 of filaments 61- 
64 is caused to be oriented into a plane which is perpendicular to a longitudinal axis of the core 
member 65, and then the group 60 of filaments are naturally reoriented and packed tightly against 
one another as the group 60 of filaments are wound onto the core member 65. To further clarify 
this feature, the independent claims 28 and 36 have been amended to delete the term "generally* 
from the phrases "generally peipendicular" and "generally parallel/* These limitations should 
now be given more weight by the Examiner to distinguish the claimed invention fix>m the 
teachings of Bourriere. 

In Bouirieres, the fiber slivers 8, 9, 10 are oriented in a plane which is parallel to the 
longitudinal axis of the cylinder 27 and the pole 1 as the fiber slivers 8, 9, 10 pass through the 
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forks 21a, 21b. In contrast, the filameait groups 60 in the AppUcant's claimed invention arc 
oriented in a plane which is t>emendieul«r to the longitudinal axis of the core member 65. 
Moreover, the fiber slivers 8, 9, 10 in Bourrieies remain oriented in the same parallel plane as 
they pass through the forks 21a, 21b and onto the pole 1. The fiber slivera 8, 9, 10 in Bouirieres 
arc not reoriented fi-om a perpendicular plane into a parallel plane, as in the Applicant's claimed 
bvention. 

Moreover, there appears to be no teaching m Bourrieres that each of the fiber slivers 8, 9, 
10 is **a groiq> of filaments" that are positioned side-by-side and packed tightly against one 
another as they are wound onto the pole. Instead, the fiber slivers 8, 9, 10 m Bouirieres appear to 
enter the fiaks 21a, 21b in the same form and orientation as tiiey are wound onto the pole 1. 
Finally, it is respectfully submitted that the teachings of Bounieres axe concerned with wi^ping 
large cylindrical members (e.g., poles for supporting electric power Imes), and thoefore would 
seem to have Kttle relevance to the Applicant's claimed invention for making a catheter. 

Accordingly, the Examiner is respectfully requested to reconsider and withdraw the 
rejection of claims 5, 6, 24, 28, 29, 31, 32, 36 and 37 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) based on 
Bourrieies. 

Rejection of Claims 2. 3. 50 and 51 Based on Bouirieres in View of Goldsworthv et a1. 

Claims 2, 3, 50 and 51 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as allegedly being 
ui?)at«iteble over Bouirieres ui view of Goldsworfliy et al. (U.S. Patent No. 3,701,489). The 
Examiner contends that Bourrieres teaches the claimed invention, except for the step of 
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anchoring the filaments. The Examiner relies upon Goldsworthy et al. for a teaching of this 
feature. To the extent this rejection might still be applied to the claims as amended, it is 
lespectfiilly traversed for the following reasons. 

Claims 2 and 3 depend, directly or indirectly, upon claim 28, and are believed to be 
patentable for at least the same reasons explained above regarding claim 28. Claim SO has been 
cancelled, and claim 51 has been rewritten into independent form. 

With regard to the rejection of claim 51, it is respectfully submitted that the combined 
teachings of Bourrieres and Goldsworthy et al„ taken as a whole, fail to teach or suggest the 
claimed invention for at least the same reasons explained above regarding the rejection of claims 
28 and 36 based on Bouirieres. 

In addition, it is noted that Goldsworthy et al. teaches an apparatus for winding filament 
about a mandrel in the manufacturing of containers. Neither Bourrieres nor Goldsworthy et al. 
disclose methods for making catheters. As such, neither of these references teach or suggest the 
AppUcant's claimed method of making a catheter, nor the step of anchoring a group of filaments 
to a core member at a proximal end of the catheter. 

Accordingly, the Examiner is respectfiilly requested to reconsider and withdraw the 
rejection of claims 2, 3, and 51 based on Bourrieres in view of Goldsworthy et al. 

Copclu^ion 

For at least the foregoing reasons, it is respectfully submitted that all of the pending 
claims in this application are patentable over the applied prior art, and that this application is now 
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in condition for allowance. Early issuance of a Notice of Allowance is resfpcctfully requested. 

This will also confirm that the Applicant's attorney contacted the Examiner twice to 
schedule a telephone interview for this application before filing this response. The Examiner 
indicated he had no time in his schedule for such an interview before the due date for this 
response. The Applicant*s attorney respectfully requests the courtesy of a telephone interview to 
attempt to resolve any remaining issues if the Exammer intends to maintain any of the final 
rejections after considering this response. 

If the Examiner has any comments or suggestions that could place this application into 
even better form, the Examiner is encouraged to contact the Applicant's undersigned 
representative at the telephone nimiber listed below. 



THOMPSON & THOMPSON, P.A. 

310 4th Street 
P.O.Box 166 

Scandia, Kansas 66966-0166 
Telephone (785) 335-2248 
Facsimile (785) 335-2502 
B-mail: ttlaw@nckcn.com. 
Customer No. 26,821 



Respectfully submitted by: 



Dated: June 28, 20Q6 




JeffreyX. Thompswi 
Registration No. 37,025 
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